
Immigration 
 

It looked cold out there. After all, why wear face masks otherwise? This was our first taste of a 

Chicago winter, looking out of the plane window as it taxied across O’Hare International 

Airport. My wife and I had come from London one January day to live in Chicago in 1976. 

Airport staff were walking around outside the plane, wisely wearing face masks. And so began 

our immigration to the United States from England forty years ago as pointed out in How to 

Build a Nontraditional Career Path. How typical are we of immigrants to this country? The 

following figure shows that when we came it was close to the time that the foreign-born share of 

the U.S. population was at its lowest point. This share has greatly increased since then and is 

likely to increase further:     

 

 
Source:  Pew Research Center, Modern Immigration Wave Brings 59 Million to U.S., Driving 

Population Growth and Change Through 2065, September 28, 2015 

 



Immigrants and their descendants account for much of the population growth over a hundred 

year period from 1965 to 2065, recognizing the uncertainty of future projections: 

 

 
Source:  Pew Research Center, Modern Immigration Wave Brings 59 Million to U.S., Driving 

Population Growth and Change Through 2065, September 28, 2015 

 

The number of immigrants coming to the United States peaked in 2005: 

 

 
Source:  Pew Research Center, Modern Immigration Wave Brings 59 Million to U.S., Driving 

Population Growth and Change Through 2065, September 28, 2015 

 

Almost 45 million people today in the United States were foreign born: 



 
Source:  Pew Research Center, Modern Immigration Wave Brings 59 Million to U.S., Driving 

Population Growth and Change Through 2065, September 28, 2015 

 

Resulting in first (born outside the United States) and second generations (one immigrant parent) 

accounting for about a quarter of the U.S. population today: 

  



 
Source:  Pew Research Center, Modern Immigration Wave Brings 59 Million to U.S., Driving 

Population Growth and Change Through 2065, September 28, 2015 

 

Immigration is significatly changing the racial and ethnic make-up of our society: 



 
Source:  Pew Research Center, Modern Immigration Wave Brings 59 Million to U.S., Driving 

Population Growth and Change Through 2065, September 28, 2015 

 

With those of Asian background projected to become the largest immigrant group: 
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Population Growth and Change Through 2065, September 28, 2015 

 

A more detailed breakdown by country is as follows: 
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Population Growth and Change Through 2065, September 28, 2015 

 

What do people think of we immigrants.  Here is a recent (2015) snapshot: 
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The trend from 2010 to 2015 is more positive though this may have changed in the past year: 

 

 
Source:  Pew Research Center, Modern Immigration Wave Brings 59 Million to U.S., Driving 
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Views about immigrants from different places vary greatly: 

 
Source:  Pew Research Center, Modern Immigration Wave Brings 59 Million to U.S., Driving 

Population Growth and Change Through 2065, September 28, 2015 

 

And so we find ourselves in a country with many fellow immigrants. Living now on the West 

Coast near San Francisco, it is that diversity that I cherish. May it long continue for those who 

come in the future. 


